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A Comparative Study of Preschool Mathematics Education Frameworks
in China and Singapore: A Textual Analysis Based on
36 Years Old Children’s Learning and Development Guide
and the NEL Framework 2022

WU Qiao'?, WANG Yaozu'
(1.School of Education, Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei 235000, China;

2. Kindergarten, Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei 235000, China)

Abstract: Preschool mathematics education is a key foundation for developing children’s logical
thinking and cognitive abilities. The systematic design of its educational framework directly influences
learning outcomes. A comparative analysis of policy documents reveals that both China’s 3 -6 Years Old
Children’s Learning and Development Guide and Singapore’ s NEL Framework 2022 emphasize
integrating mathematics learning into everyday life and play — based contexts. However, there are
significant differences in their systems for supporting implementation. Singapore’s framework provides
more detailed goal breakdown, content structure, and teaching resource support, along with
comprehensive teacher guidance manuals. In contrast, China’s guide places greater emphasis on guiding
teaching philosophy, but it needs further improvement in areas such as the gradual progression of
teaching objectives, practical case libraries, and developmental assessment tools. Based on these
findings, this paper proposes improvement strategies including refining objectives, strengthening
cognitive development, improving supportive teaching systems, and optimizing assessments methods,
with the goal of providing policy recommendations to improve the quality of preschool mathematics
education in China.

Key words: preschool mathematics education; policy text comparison; 3 — 6 Years Old Children’s

Learning and Development Guide ; NEL Framework 2022; China; Singapore
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