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Educational Population Theory: Transitioning from Population Science

to Population Governance

XIAO Shaoming, CAI Yazhi

(Contemporary Education Research and Development Center, South China Normal University,

Guangdong 510631, China)

Abstract: The theory of educational population has been further improved as it shifts from the
scientism of population science to a focus on the holistic development of individuals in the context of
population governance. Population science describes and examines the concept of population and its
relationships with education, educational aspects of population through data, statistics, and scientific
knowledge, thereby enhancing the scientific validity and effectiveness of educational population theory.
However, within the framework of population science, educational population theory faces issues such
as “seeing data but not people” and the lack of emphasis on human - centered education. In contrast,
population governance theory employs political economy and power theory to reveal and criticize the
productive, subjective and creative characteristics of the concepts and relationships involving population
and education. In response to the alienation of educational population under industrialized and digitized
production, it is necessary to transition from merely cultivating a labor force to fostering the free and
comprehensive development of individuals, and from the discipline and de — subjectification of education
population to its safety and subjectification. The theory of educational population is a comprehensive
framework that effectively integrates scientific principles of population science with the ethical
dimensions of population governance to regulate, genuinely liberate, and promote the healthy
development of every individual.

Key words: population; population science; population governance; educational population; power
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