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Confirmation of the Inherent Unity Between Economic Development and

Environmental Protection through the “Two Mountains” Concept

LI Quanxi,ZENG xing

(School of Marxism, Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Beijing 100876, China)

Abstract: There has been a debate between the view of “inherent unity” and “ paradoxical
opposition” regarding the relationship between economic development and environmental protection.
The “Two Mountains” concept provides a novel theoretical perspective for reconsidering this
relationship. By adopting the analytical framework of “ontology, epistemology and praxeology”, this
paper argues that the “Two Mountains” concept provides substantial support for confirming the inherent
unity between environmental protection and economic development. At the ontological level, the “Two
Mountains” concept articulates their symbiotic ontological relationship. At the epistemological level,
the concept clarifies the dialectical unity and the systematic, organic thinking behind economic
development and environmental protection. At the praxeological level, the concept outlines the
integrated pathways for achieving the social justice of economic development and ecological sustainability
of environmental protection. Therefore, in the process of promoting the coordinated advancement of
economic development and environmental protection, we should firmly follow the “Two Mountains”
concept to promote the modernization of harmonious coexistence between humanity and nature.

Key words: the “Two Mountains” concept; economic development and environmental protection;

symbiotic ontology; dialectical unity; social justice and ecological sustainability
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