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The Image, Algorithm and Narrative of Chinese Characters

ZHOU Beinan
(School of Humanities, Huzhou Normal University, Huzhou 313000, China)

Abstract ; Chinese characters serve as a public image, embodying the materialized representation of
the collective consciousness of ancient ancestors. Consequently, their imagery possesses remarkable
stability, with its essence remaining unchanged despite social evolution. Chinese characters follow specific
algorithms for image formation, structural composition, and character clustering. The algorithm for image
formation corresponds to the theory of six types of traditional calligraphy. The algorithm for structural
composition pertains to the structural patterns of Chinese characters, encompassing the procedural
arrangements through which ancestors perceived and simulated relationships among objective entities to
generate Chinese characters, as well as the conceptualization process of imageries. The algorithm for
character clustering represents the categorical arrangement whereby ancestors emulated the natural principle
of “things of the same kind come together, people with a similar mind fall into the same group” to
aggregate Chinese characters, with its typical manifestation being the character family theory. Through
these algorithms, Chinese characters can narrate events related to image formation, structural composition
and character clustering. Imagery narrative employs the imagery of Chinese characters to convey stories of
ancestors’ cognitive processes of forming images. Structural narrative utilizes glyph structures to express
stories of ancestors’ habitual creation of structural relationships based on the relations among objective
entities when devising writing systems. Character family narrative primarily involves a group of characters
linked by a shared phonetic image, expressing stories concerning the relationship between characters and
words with the underlying meaning collectively conveyed by the characters in the group.
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