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Life, Truth and Technology: The Aesthetics of Ternary Tension

in Liu Cixin’s Science Fiction

WANG Zhengzhong
(School of Humanities, Huzhou University, Huzhou 313000, China)

Abstract: A prevalent ternary aesthetic movement in Liu Cixin’ s science fiction is the dynamic
interplay of life, truth, and technology. Life, truth, and technology imbue Liu Cixin’s science fiction
with distinct aesthetic appeal. Life imparts the grand beauty of collective destiny and the profound
beauty of the complex inner nature of life and the laws governing its external activities. Truth endows
his novels with a layered beauty that combines reality and imagination, the hierarchical beauty of
phenomena and essence, and the integrated beauty of humanity and science. Technology brings a
striking beauty in imagination, the beauty of undulating plots, and a multi — dimensional beauty of
meanings. However, life, truth, and technology are not isolated; instead, they interact and resonate
across multiple frequencies. The interactions among truth, technology. and life shape the aesthetic
tension in Liu Cixin’s science fiction universe.
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